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Extreme Classroom Makeover |1

JCAFT announces winner of the second classroom renovation project

nother Jefferson County classroom will re-
Aceive an Extreme Makeover in the coming
months.

This time, however, it won't include new
books and technical equipment for a traditional
classroom or science lab. The winner of the sec-
ond Jefferson County American Federation of
Teachers (JCAFT) Extreme Classroom Makeover
had something far more creative in mind for this
year’s renovation project.

“Instead of applying for a makeover for my
own classroom, | thought it would be great to do
something that would benefit all of the children
in my school,” said Keatashia Dumas, a first-year
teacher and JCAFT building representative.

Ms. Dumas’ application to make over the art
room for her school captured the imagination of
the contest judges.

“The makeover will include new flooring, new
lighting, paint, art tables, chairs and state-of-the-
art equipment, as well as plenty of art supplies,”
said Vi Parramore, JCAFT President.

The work for the project will be done in No-
vember during a one-week period in which the
room will be demolished and completely remod-
eled.

Theideafor the Extreme Classroom Makeover
Project, which began as a mere passing thought,
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(I-r) JCAFT President Vi Parramore with 2006 Extreme
Classroom Makeover Winner Keatashia Dumas and Dr.
Mary Ann Culotta, Art Education Director for the Jefferson
County Board of Education.

has been a dream come true for
Tracee Binion, Project Coordi- |
nator. The project is now in its
second year.

Mrs. Binion envisioned find-
ing a way to help teachers un-
derstand the importance of the
“built” or planned classroom
environment and the impact it .. Binion, creator
has on student and teacher per- ¢ xtreme Classroom
formance. Makeover
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“My idea originally was to
provide classroom teachers
with the basics on creating good
environmental quality, such as
removing carpet, improving the
classroom HVAC system, rid-
ding the room of excess clutter
and providing new lighting and
fresh paint,” she explained.

The project has evolved into
much more than that.

“We have been able to create
healthy and rich learning envi-
ronments,” Mrs. Binion said. “I
never dreamed that the project
would receive so much sup-
port.”

Mrs. Binion has been work-
ing on Indoor Air Quality (IAQ)
issues for the Jefferson Coun-

ty School District since 2003
and has served on the county’s
IAQ committee. She helped
write and coordinate an Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency
(EPA) Asthma grant for Jefferson
County Schools.

Mrs. Binion helped establish
apartnership between the Jeffer-
son County Board of Education
and the UAB Lung Health Cen-
ter. She also serves as JCAFT’s
Health and Safety Director.

Project Sponsors

The three original partners
for the makeover project were
the Jefferson County Board of
Education, the Jefferson County
Labor Council and the JCAFT.

What can you expect from the JCAFT?
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Each of the partners pro-
vided substantial support. The
board of education contrib-
uted $10,000, and the Jefferson
County Commission has agreed
to donate $5,000.

Other politicians have made
pledges to donate to the cause,
as well.

A number of corporate spon-
sors will donate equipment and
supplies to the project.

The project’s design team in-
cludes Ms. Dumas, the school’s
principal, two professional de-
signers, a classroom furniture
distributor and the director of
art education for the county.

Meetings currently are being
held to decide how best to de-
sign the classroom.

A 10-member selection com-
mittee chose Ms. Dumas’ appli-
cation for this year’s Extreme
Classroom Makeover.

Last year, the committee
chose two classrooms—one at
Chalkville Elementary and a sci-
ence lab at Bagley Junior High—
for makeovers.

“The Extreme Classroom
Makeover Project definitely has
been one of the most exciting
and rewarding endeavors this
union ever has undertaken,”
Mrs. Parramore said. “I’'m glad
we’ve been able to do this for a
second year.”

One year and two success-
ful makeovers later, the project
planners decided—based on
lessons learned—to tackle just
one classroom this year.

“The greatest outcome of this
entire project is that the benefits
for teachers and students will
continue to be felt for years to
come,” Mrs. Binion said. “It’s all
about leaving a legacy for chil-
dren.” n






